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1. Introduction

An EU-Russia meeting to discuss joint EU-Russia projects in the Baltic Sea Region took place on 22 February 2012, in Moscow, and was hosted by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Its aim was to discuss a list of projects that can be jointly implemented by the EU and Russia within the framework of the EU-Russia cooperation in the Baltic region.

It was attended by the representatives of:

· The Russian Federation (MFA, line ministries (among them the Ministry of Health and Social Development) and agencies as well as regional authorities);
· The European Commission, EEAS and EU Delegation to Russia;
· The Secretariats of the NDPHS and NDPTL;
· The CBSS Secretariat.
Discussions referred, inter alia, to the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) and the draft Strategy for socio-economic development of the North-Western Federal District of Russia and were based on the list of 18 projects sent by Russia to the EC in October 2011.
 One of these projects is of relevance to the NDPHS, namely the Alcohol and Drug Prevention among Youth (ADPY) project.

Due to the limited time available before the meeting, the NDPHS Secretariat was not able to prepare, for approval by the NDPHS Partners for submission to the meeting, a formal proposal to include additional health/social well-being projects on the list. Therefore, after informal consultations with selected NDPHS groups and the NDPHS Chairmanship, it prepared background information for the Russian Ministry of Health and Social Development (cf. Annex 1). The information aimed to assist the latter in its preparation for the meeting.

Both the Russian Ministry of Health and Social Development as well as the NDPHS Secretariat made oral contributions during the meeting.

The Russian Ministry of Health and Social Development as well as the NDPHS Secretariat stressed that it would be valuable if the list could be enlarged and additional health and social well-being related projects be included on it.
In response, both the EU and the Russian Federation expressed their readiness to include additional health and social well-being related projects on the list.

2. Proposed topics for inclusion on the list of joint EU-Russia projects in the Baltic Sea Region

Following a consultation process with the NDPHS Expert Groups, it is proposed that the CSR would approve the following list of topics for submission to the EU-Russia dialogue group for consideration and inclusion on the list of joint EU-Russia projects in the Baltic Sea Region:
1. Strengthening services to contain spread of HIV and tuberculosis among drug users and other vulnerable groups;

2. Implementation of non-communicable disease (NCD) strategies as indicated in the NDPHS Action Statement for implementation of the European Strategy for the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases in the Northern Dimension area in 2012-2016;

3. Enhancing border health management through development of effective and efficient primary health care, with particular attention to cross-border disease prevention, health promotion and control of communicable diseases;

4. Introducing effectiveness and a preventive approach into occupational safety and health systems, including occupational health services through modernisation, professional training and information sharing;

5. Mitigation of resistance to antibiotics, with particular attention to surveillance of antimicrobial resistance trends and the AMR epidemiology;
6. To prevent and reduce the negative consequences of alcohol and drug among children, youth, women of child-bearing age and pregnant women (it is proposed that this topic would replace the currently existing, narrower in scope “alcohol and drug prevention among youth” topic).

Annex 1

Joint Russia – EU health projects in the Baltic Sea Region
(background information for the Russian Ministry of Health and Social Development)

1. Introduction

During the NDPHS’ Partnership Annual Conference held on a ministerial level in November 2009, the NDPHS Partner Countries, including EU Member States and Russia, as well as Iceland and Norway, have jointly adopted a new NDPHS Strategy. The NDPHS Strategy comprises a list of health-related priority actions to be developed and implemented within the NDPHS framework. The implementation of the NDPHS Strategy began immediately after its adoption, i.e., exactly with the beginning of a two-year Russian chairmanship of the NDPHS.

The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) was adopted by the European Council in October 2009, as an answer to the growing challenges faced by the region. The EUSBSR Action Plan comprises 15 priority areas, which represent the main areas where the EUSBSR can contribute to improvements. Geographically, the EUSBSR covers eight EU Member States bordering the Baltic Sea. However, in order to jointly tackle many of the regional challenges, close cooperation with external partners in the region is necessary. In this regard, the European Council has noted that “the Northern Dimension framework provides the basis for the external aspects of cooperation in the Baltic Sea region.” 

Following an invitation by the European Commission, the NDPHS has taken the role of Lead Partner for the coordination of the health sub-area of Priority Area 12 of the EUSBSR Action Plan. The NDPHS Strategy and the EUSBSR Strategy are correlated: priority actions included in both strategies correspond with each other. The health-related actions included in the EUSBSR Action Plan are properly covered in the goals and operational targets included in the NDPHS Strategy, thus the two strategies are correlated and complement each other in the health area. Consequently, the implementation of the NDPHS Strategy also contributes to the implementation of the priority actions included in the EUSBSR Action Plan.

2. Project on alcohol and drug prevention among youth (ADPY)

Both the NDPHS Strategy and the EUSBSR include, inter alia, a project on alcohol and drug prevention among youth (ADPY). As of early 2012 the ADPY project is the only health-related project among the 18 projects included in the “Joint Russia – EU projects in the Baltic Sea Region.”

The ADPY project is an umbrella name for several projects that the NDPHS plans to implement/facilitate in the ND area/BSR, which deal with alcohol and drug prevention among youth. Two project proposals have already been developed: 

· “Alcohol and Drug Prevention among Young People in BSR Communities - Situation analysis for Evidence based Policies (SEP).” 

The aim of the project: to facilitate successful alcohol and drug prevention among youth implementations through policy and assessment of the current problem situation. The project implementation is to map out the alcohol and drug situation among young people, to assess the needs in the participating communities, and to create a cross-border network of public health specialists, practitioners and policymakers. The project aim is to adopt tailored sustainable alcohol and prevention policy documents for local prevention work among young people for each participating community. The evidence-based tailoring will be enabled and supported by the project, wherein the local policy makers, practitioners and the public health specialists all contribute through the whole project process. 

The project partners: Russia, Iceland, Lithuania, Poland and Sweden.

Timeframe: 12 months 
Funding: A project proposal will soon be submitted to the EU Delegation to Russia for consideration as one of the activities proposed to be funded through the ENPI Regional East Indicative Programme 2010-2013. The requested amount of funding will be approx. 200,000 EUR.

· “Baltic Sea Region Project on Reducing Alcohol and Drugrelated Harm among Young People.” 

The aim of the project: to facilitate successful alcohol and drug prevention among youth implementations through policy and assessment of the current problem situation. The project implementation is to map out the alcohol and drug situation among young people, to assess the needs in the participating communities, and to create a cross-border network of public health specialists, practitioners and policymakers. The project aim is to ensure a foundation for prolonged prevention activities deriving from a sustainable community infrastructure.

The project partners: Kaliningrad City and Bagrationovskaya Region (Russia) and Drammen Commune (Norway).
Timeframe: 12 months

Funding: A project application has been submitted for funding through the NDPHS Project Pipeline to the Norwegian Ministry of Health and Care Services. The requested funding is approx. 100,000 EUR.
3. Proposed additional health-related projects of common interest

It is proposed that the list of joint EU-Russia projects of common interest could include other health-related projects in addition to the ADPY project. The following topics, consistent with the priorities of the NDPHS Strategy, are proposed for consideration:

1. Strengthening services to contain spread of HIV among drug users and other vulnerable groups;

2. Implementation of non-communicable disease (NCD) strategies through pilot projects (focusing on, e.g., prevention of obesity among youth);

3. Enhancing border health management through development of effective and efficient primary health care, with particular attention to cross-border disease prevention, health promotion and control of communicable diseases;

4. Introducing effectiveness and a preventive approach into occupational safety and health systems, including occupational health services through modernisation, professional training and information sharing;

5. Mitigation of resistance to antibiotics, with particular attention to surveillance of antimicrobial resistance trends and the AMR epidemiology.
�








� The list of participants is available from the NDPHS Secretariat upon request.


� The list of projects is available from the NDPHS Secretariat upon request.
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